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! ƳƻǊōƛŘ ǘƛǘƭŜ Χ {ƻ ǿƘŀǘ ƛǎ ǘƘƛǎ ŀƭƭ 
about?

ÅWhat it is not about

ÅAn exercise from the TeXbook

Å9ȄŀƳǇƭŜǎΣ ŜȄŀƳǇƭŜǎΣ ŜȄŀƳǇƭŜǎΣ Χ

ÅA different kind of coffin

ÅPoles and handles

ÅwŜŎǊŜŀǘŜ αŜƭŜƳŜƴǘŀǊŜ ǘȅǇƻƎǊŀǇƘƛŜά

ÅΧ ŀƴŘ ǿƘȅ ƛǎ ǘƘƛǎ ŜȄŎƛǘƛƴƎΚ

ÅOutlook
Tutankhamuncoffin

14th century BC



From a TeXbook exercise

``Why do you think the author of 

insisting that the reference point must appear 

``Why do you think the author of \TeX\ didn't 
make boxes more symmetrical between 
horizontal and vertical, by allowing reference 
points to be inside the boundary instead of 
insisting that the reference point must appear 
ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ƭŜŦǘ ŜŘƎŜ ƻŦ ŜŀŎƘ ōƻȄΚΩΩ



Χ ŀƴŘ 5ƻƴΨǎ ŀƴǎǿŜǊ ƛƴ !ǇǇŜƴŘƛȄ  !

``No applications of such symmetrical boxes to 
English-language printing were apparent; it 
seemed pointless to carry extra generality as 
useless baggage that would rarely if ever be used, 
merely for the sake of symmetry.

In other words, the author wore a computer 
science cap instead of a mathematician's mantle 
on the day that \TeX's boxes were born. 

Time will tell whether or not this was a 
ŦǳƴŘŀƳŜƴǘŀƭ ŜǊǊƻǊΗΨΩ



{ƻƳŜ ǎƛƳǇƭŜ ŘŜǎƛƎƴǎ Χ

Chapter opening from TLC2 A title page from some book



Χ ƻǊ ǇŜǊƘŀǇǎ ƴƻǘ ǎƻ ǎƛƳǇƭŜ ŀŦǘŜǊ ŀƭƭ

ÅDistances specified as 
baseline to baseline 
spacing

ÅMain title text is shifted 
to the right

ÅChapter text may be 
required to be always in 
the same place (red)



Χ ŀƴ ǎƻ ƳǳŎƘ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ǳƴǎǳǎǇƛŎƛƻǳǎ ǘƛǘƭŜ

ÅThe title is centered on the 
page

ÅThe sub-title is flush-left on 
the title

ÅThe publisher information is 
set flush-right 

ÅThe author name is centered 
on the free space between 
left edge of the title and left 
edge of the press info

ÅAnd again some vertical b2b 
spacing between the objects



And what about this?

Not quite mainstream, 
ǘǊǳŜ Χ

Åbut how would you 
describe its design?

!ƴŘ Χ

Åwould that be in any 
way related to the way 
you would specify it in 
LaTeX?



! αƴŀǘǳǊŀƭά ŘŜǎƛƎƴ ŘŜǎŎǊƛǇǘƛƻƴΧ

Åinvolves relations 
between objects

ïthat are easy to describe

ïuse naturally available 
aspects of objects

Ådoes not force the use 
of hard-wired metric 
information where 
unnecessary



elementare typographie 1925

ÅDesign by Jan Tschichold 

ÅComplex horizontal and 
vertical alignments 
between various 
elements

ÅHow would you describe 
this layout to somebody?



Graphically depicting the design

ÅǿŜƭƭ Χ



And what has this to do with coffins?



Some history
ǎƻƳŜǘƛƳŜǎ ƛǘ ǘŀƪŜǎ ƭƻƴƎ ǘƻ ǊŜŀƭƛȊŜ Χ

ÅA stroll through the English 
countryside, in 1997 perhaps, 
discussing the need for general 
handles on boxes

ÅAs a result coffins were born and 
implemented and put aside again 
(in a mausoleum?)

ÅLast year I tried in vain to provide 
good templates for heading 
ŘŜǎƛƎƴǎ Χ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜƴ L 
ǊŜƳŜƳōŜǊŜŘ Χ

ÅNow in 2010 coffins are back 
ïexhumed, cleaned up 
ïand ready for display

Coffin End
Private house off Market St in Thornton village



Poles and handles



Natural poles and handles

¢Ŝ·Ψǎ ōƻȄ ƘŀƴŘƭŜDefault coffin handles



ÅDeclare new coffin

ÅAdd poles (red)

ÅReposition poles (green)

ÅRotate coffin

ÅTypeset coffin with offset

Available operations on 
individual coffins



ÅAlign at handles with optional offset

ÅManage resulting 

BB-box

Available operations with 
several coffins



Applying coffins:
Recreate elementare typographie  

ÅRules
\sbox \ rulei  {\color{red}\ rule{6.5in}{1pc}}

\sbox \ ruleii {\color{red}\ rule{23.5cm}{1pc}}

\sbox \ ruleiii{\color{black}\ rule{152pt}{10pt}}

ÅH-Coffins
\sbox \BOXa {\ fontsize{52}{50}\sffamily\bfseries 

mitteilungen}

\sbox \BOXb {\ fontsize{52}{50}\sffamily\bfseries 
typographische}

\sbox \BOXc {\ fontsize{12}{10}\sffamily \quad 
zeitschrift des bildungsverbandes der 
deutschen buchdrucker leipzig \ textbullet{} 
oktoberheft 1925}

\sbox \BOXf {\ fontsize{28}{20}\sffamily sonderheft}

ÅV-Coffins
\setvcoffin \BOXe {180pt}

{\ raggedleft\ fontsize{31}{36}\sffamily\bfseries 

elementare\ \ typographie}

\setvcoffin\BOXd{140pt}
{\ raggedright\ fontsize{13}{14}\sffamily\bfseries
natanaltman\ \ otto baumberger\ \ herbert mayer\ \
maxburchartz\ \ el lissitzky\ \ ladislaus moholy-nagy\ \
moln\ 'ar f.~farkas \ \ johannes molzahn \ \
kurt schwitters\ \ mart stam\ \ ivantschichold}


