
TH E TEXT O F TH E A PO CA LY P S E AS G RAF I CSTH E TEXT O F TH E A PO CA LY P S E AS G RAF I CS

WH E N U N D E RTAK IN G G RAP H ICAL EXP E R IM E N TS O N

TH E TEXT O F JO H N 'S AP O CALYP S E OVE R AN D OVE R , I

AM ALWAYS FAS C IN ATE D W ITH TH E IN TE RACTIO N O F

SH AP E AN D CO N TE N T W H ICH TH I S TEXT STIM U LATE S .

TO M Y EYE S , R E AD IN G AB O U T S U CH H O R R I B L E EVE N TS

VIA A F O N T O F N E U TRAL STYL E , O N E W H ICH WO U L D B E

AP P RO P R IATE F O R AN Y P U R P O S E AT AL L , I S D I STU R B IN G .

TH E CO N F L ICT B ETW E E N S H AP E AN D CO N TE N T

IR R ITATE S M E . B Y ATTE M P TIN G TO CO M P E N S ATE

FO R TH E LACK O F S P E C I F IC S U ITAB I L ITY S O L E LY B Y

EM P LOYIN G AP P RO P R IATE AR RAN G E M E N TS , I L E AR N E D

TH AT TH E EXISTIN G VAR IATIO N S O F O U R ROM AN

TYP E F ACE S AR E D E D ICATE D TO AN AE STH ETIC TH AT I S

PU R E LY S E L F -RE L ATE D .

MY B AS IC I N TE R E ST IN CR E ATIN G AN IN TE RAC-

TIO N O F TEXT AN D CO N TE N TS O F JO H N 'S AP O CALYP S E

IN M AN I F O L D WAYS H AS N OTH IN G TO D O W ITH A

FAS H IO N AB L E E N D -OF -TIM E S M O O D . TH E M O R E I G IVE

IN TO P R EVIO U S LY U N K N OW N P O SS I B I L ITI E S O F VARYIN G

OU R TYP E FACE S , TH E M O R E I F I N D CO N F I RM ATIO N O F

TH E FACT TH AT SCR I P T AS S H AP E EXTE N D S B EYO N D

ITS E L F . TH I S I S VE RY S U ITAB L E F O R TH E TEXT O F JO H N 'S

AP O CALYP S E .

IF IM AG E S --- EVE N EXCE L L E N T O N E S --- RE M AIN

H I D D E N B E H IN D TH E TE L L IN G O F TH E AP O CALYP S E ,

ON E H AS TO TRY TO RE N D E R TH E TEXT ITS E L F AS

AN IM AG E . TH IS R E L I EVE S TH E ARTI ST F RO M TH E

PO SS I B I L ITY, AS W E L L AS TH E CO N STRAIN T, TO P ROVID E

IL LU STRATIO N S . ASS O C IATIO N S W H ICH R E S E M B L E

IL LU STRATIO N S AR E I L LU S IO N ARY. TH IS I S N OT AB O U T

IL LU STRATIO N S . TH E TEXT ITS E L F M OVE S IN TO TH E

P ICTO R IAL D O M AIN --- THO S E TRAN S CR I P TIO N S CAN ,

H O W EVE R , N EVE R B E IN TE R P R ETE D AS IL LU STRATIO N S .

TH E S CR IP T M E R E LY VI S U AL I Z E S ITS E L F , B E IN G EXP O S E D

TO CO N D ITIO N S TH AT AR E N O LO N G E R D E D ICATE D TO

LE G I B I L ITY.

D U E TO TH E N ATU R E O F RO M AN CAP ITAL S ,

TH EY L E N D TH E M S E LVE S E AS I LY TO S U CH TRAN S -

FO RM ATIO N S . A S P E C IAL AP P E AL R E S U LTS F RO M TH E

EN H AN CE M E N TS W ITH D IG ITAL G RAP H ICAL E L E M E N TS ,

AN D ASTO N I S H IN G R E S U LTS B EYO N D L E G I B I L ITY CAN

B E ACH I EVE D . STR U CTU R E S CO N S I STIN G O F VE RY

D I F F E R E N T COM P U TE R -SP EC I F IC STRO K E S R E S E M B L E

H AN D -DRAW IN G S B U T, ALTH O U G H TH EY AR E STATIC ,

TH EY EXH I B IT A VIVI D AP P E ARAN CE O F A CO M P L ETE LY

D I F F E R E N T S O RT.

MO ST O F TH E ATTE M P TS AR E CO N CE R N E D W ITH

TH E CO N TRAST O F S CR IP T AS TEXT VE RS U S S CR I P T AS A

LAN G U AG E -FR E E P L AY O F S H AP E S . B EYO N D TH E D O M AIN

OF LAN G U AG E , EVE RYTH IN G CAN B E D I F F E R E N T. TH E

PRO CE SS O F R E AD IN G I S N O LO N G E R TIE D TO RU N N IN G

ALO N G TH E L IN E S W ITH TH E I R S E Q U E N CE O F WO RD S .

RE L I EVE D O F TH E CO N STRAIN TS O F R E AD IN G , TH E

EYE CAN M OVE H E R E AN D TH E R E , CAN F O L LOW TH E

SCATTE R IN G AN D CLU STE R IN G O F L IN E S B ACK AN D

FO RTH , U P AN D D OW N . TH E IR R EVE RS I B I L ITY O F TH E

UN I -DI R E CTIO N AL N ATU R E O F R E AD IN G , A F U N CTIO N O F

CO R R ECT L IN G U ISTIC IN TE R P R ETATIO N , I S O B S O L ETE .

FU RTH E RM O R E , R E CE P TIO N I S U N CO U P L E D F RO M TH E

SE M AN TICS O F LAN G U AG E . TH E TRAN S CR IP TIO N S CAN

B E CO N CE N TRATIO N S , W H E R E R E AD IN G R EVE RTS TO

TH E LATIN ``L E G E R E '' .

TH E L I B E RATE D CH ARACTE RS F O RM S OM ETH IN G

N EW , STI L L R EQ U IR I N G TH E TEXT AS A B AS E , AN D TH U S

CH AL L E N G E TH E R E C I P I E N T'S TH O U G H TS TO RE S P O N D

TO TH I S U N U S U AL P LAY O F L I N E S , ACCO RD IN G TO

H IS R E AD IN E SS AN D AB I L ITY. EVE N R E JE CTIO N CAN

B E EXP LAIN E D : TH O S E W H O RE G ARD W R ITIN G O N LY

AS A CU LTU RAL TECH N IQ U E , S O M ETH IN G L E AR N E D

IN S CH O O L , CAN N OT B E EXP E CTE D TO B E VE RY

OP E N -MIN D E D TOWARD S TH E S E TRAN S CR I P TIO N S .

SU CH TRAN S CR I P TIO N S AR E M O N STRO U S IN TE RM S O F

LI N G U I STIC F U N CTIO N AL ITY, B E CAU S E TH EY M AK E U S E

OF TEXT IN N O N -STAN D ARD WAYS . B E I N G U N R E AD AB L E

AN D TH U S EXCLU S IVE LY G RAP H ICAL , TH E TEXT IS O N LY

RE LATE D TO ITS E L F AN D IS ITS E L F TH E S U B JE CT O F TH E

VAR IO U S VIS U AL I ZATIO N S .

TH U S , AS AN O B S E RVIN G AN D TH IN K I N G B E I N G

TH E R E AD E R I S R E F E RR E D B ACK TO H IM S E L F , H I S

WI L L I N G N E SS TO R E F L E CT E N CO U RAG E D .
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